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We want to welcome two 
new teachers to our staff 
for the coming new year.  
Mr. Terry Kim will be 
teaching in the areas of 
computer and math.  Mr. 
Scott Scarfo will be teach-
ing health and physical 
education and some of our 
history classes.   

Mrs. Tina Sokolowski will 
be moving up to teach first 

grade this year.  We will be 
announcing other new 
hires in the near future. 
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ECS during the summer is 
not a dull place to be.  At 
ECS we run summer camp 
each week.  We have any-
where from 30 to 60+ chil-
dren daily.  This alone 
keeps things hoppin’.    But 
summer camp is not all we 
do.  We are already plan-
ning the schedules, order-
ing books and supplies, 
hiring new employees, re-
viewing and revising proce-
dures and policies, giving 
tours, interviewing new 
families, and a host of 
other activities.  We are 
actively getting ready for 
our reaccreditation visit 
next spring.  Much has 
been done this past year to 
get ready, but we still have 
much to do.   
 

We are continuing to pray 
for 225 students for next 
year.  Please continue to 
pray with us for God’s 
richest blessing on our 
school.  We continue to 
have calls of interest, give 
tours to interested fami-
lies, and interview new 
families.  God is good.  
We continually are 
amazed at what He is do-
ing at our school.   
 
Prayer is the key.  Pray 
for: 
· 225 students for next 

year 
· Teacher/staff needs 

for next year 
· God ’s  protec t ion 

around our school 
· Wisdom in all deci-

sions 
· School board as they 

strategically plan for 
the future of ECS 

· Reaccreditation 
· Our teachers and stu-

dents  
· Spiritual life of ECS 
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We continue to host daily   
 

“Experience ECS”  
 

where current and prospective 
families can tour our facilities 
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Education with Eternal Purpose
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Varsity Volleyball : practice begins August 15.  
Stipend of $1000. 
JV Volleyball :  practice begins August 22.  Sti-
pend of $750. 
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We believe there are three basic things that set Emmanuel apart from the crowd and make it a truly unique learning 
environment for your student. 

 
1. ECS is a covenant school . What does that mean exactly? That means that Emmanuel believes in the Biblical 
model that parents are given the primary responsibility by God to educate their children. We come alongside the par-
ents as partners in this education. We do not try to replace the parent or usurp the parental role as some govern-
ment schools do, but instead we seek to support parents in the education of their children.  Teachers are the key 
role in education, spending as much as 8 hours a day directly interacting with your child. At ECS the small class size 
means a high level of personal interaction and involvement and it is important to have strong spiritual role models in 
the classrooms.  Our teachers are born again believers with high moral standards and an unwavering commitment to 
Christ.  Recognizing that true partnering cannot take place unless God is present, we do not accept families who do 
not profess Christ.  

2. Challenging Academics for all.  Advanced academic classes are not reserved for a chose few at ECS. We offer 
a wide variety of Honors and Advanced Placement classes to our students. Honors classes at ECS begin in the sev-
enth grade with our accelerated math and science program.  98% of our graduating seniors take 4 years of upper 
level math choosing between AP Calculus, Pre-Calculus and College Algebra. AP courses in History, English, and 
Science are offered beginning in their junior year. The Honors English program offers Creative Writing, Honors Eng-
lish and AP Literature beginning in 10th grade.  Emmanuel students have been recognized many times over for their 
outstanding academic achievements.  Amber Strickland, who attended ECS for 6 years and graduated in 2009, 
earned the prestigious honor of being named a National Merit Scholarship Finalist, a distinction earned by fewer 
than 2% of students nationwide in both public and private schools. Christian Figueredo, who also graduated in 2009 
after attending ECS 8 years, earned a highly coveted full-ride scholarship to the college of his choice by the Air 
Force ROTC in recognition of his leadership and academic skills.  Two of our graduates in the past achieved the rare 
distinction of making a perfect score on the college entrance test, the SAT.  This year we had 12 of our seniors re-
ceive a Distinguished Diploma. This means that they  earned 28 academic credits overall. They took at least 2 AP 
courses, maintained a grade point average of 3.5 or better, had a SAT score of 550 or higher in both math and ver-
bal, and gave a worldview speech to a panel of teachers.�

In elementary level our school’s standardized tests consistently show the majority of our students scoring well above 
grade level in every class every year. The small class sizes in our elementary allow us to have the individualized 
instruction that larger public schools can only dream about.  

3. Student involvement is key.  Many people mistakenly think good grades, a high G.P.A. and strong SAT scores 
are what get students into college.  They do not realize that colleges and employers look for well-rounded individuals 
with a wide variety of active participation experiences. Because ECS is a smaller high school we are able to offer 
opportunities to your student that larger schools cannot. 85% of the students at ECS play at least one sport, 80% of 
the high school will participate in some form of fine arts program- the annual school play, drama, choir, art class or 
praise team.  Community service is an integral part of every high school student’s Bible curriculum. 95% of our stu-
dents participated in the Servathon where we went out into the community and served for an entire day. Multiple 
leadership opportunities abound: Student Government, National Honor Society, Student Leadership Training, stu-
dent led Bible studies name just a few. In the elementary our small class size means that your child is able to partici-
pate in math Olympics, spelling bee, Sparky cheerleading and basketball, Creative Writing, Fine Arts Fair, and 
Safety Patrols to name just few. 

 

It is our prayer that as you consider the many options open to you as parents, and as you pray about your child’s 
future, that you will keep ECS in your thoughts and prayers and allow us to continue to partner with you in the edu-
cation of your children. 
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· Mr Ryan Owens: ECS parent -- surgery for tumors in his brain 

· Tina Sokolowski (K5 teacher)  recovery from cancer 

· Meredith Lehmer:  (1st grade)  husband Bill and recovery from serious fall 

· ECS:  enrollment / decisions for 2011-12    pray for 225 students 

· School board : strategic planning for ECS 

· Staff needs for 2011-12 

· ECS graduates as they leave us  

· ECS summer camp 

· Summer travel:  safety for our teachers and families as they travel this summer 

· Health issues for several of our teachers’ parents 

· Housing for some of our teachers:  Arringtons are looking for a place to live and a new teacher, 
Scott Scarfo, is in need of a place to live 
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Our children belong to God.  They are here to fulfi ll God’s purposes, not ours.  
And our highest calling is to live faithfully befor e God, not create ideal children. 

Myth # 1: “Children must be the  first priority in our family.”  

Heard that one? According to this myth, the child-centered family is the successful family, so the more attention you give 
your children, the better they’ll turn out. Basically, you’ve got to prioritize your children over your spouse. No matter how 
pious they make it sound, it’s not pious at all. The Bible says your spouse is your priority, second only to God. Husbands, 
you understand this…God commands you to love you wife as your own body (Eph. 5:28). Why? Because you’re in a 
“one flesh” relationship with that woman (Gen. 2:24; Eph. 5:31). There is no such relationship between parent and child; 
it’s a different level of intimacy. To elevate the relationship with your children above the more intimate relationship you 
have with your spouse isn’t positive in any sense. It’s a subtle but dangerous myth that always weakens and sometimes 
wrecks a home. Beware.�

Myth # 2: “ Quality time with my children is more important than quantity  time.”  

Some parents use this myth to ease their guilt for spending too little time with their kids. That’s not the biblical model. 
When God instructed parents to impart His Law to their children, notice how much time is involved: “These words, which 
I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up” (Deut. 6:6, 7). 
We’re mistaken to think we can somehow schedule those teachable moments into a few scattered, “quality” interactions 
between dinner and dessert. Faithfulness to the parenting task requires more time than that. As you make yourself avail-
able, you’ll begin to see how many unplanned opportunities arise out of those times of sitting, walking, lying down, and 
rising up.�

Myth # 3: “My children belong to me.”  

Behind this myth is the false notion that, “My children are my property, and it’s my right to raise them as seems best to 
me.” Psalm 127:3 says, “Behold, children are a gift from the Lord.” Even life itself is a gift, isn’t it? But it still belongs to 
God. Parenting is a stewardship, and we are stewards of all God’s gifts, including our children. We provide care, impart 
instruction, and teach them to fear God, and one day we’ll give an account to Him for how we carry out our charge. 
Children belong to God.�

Myth # 4: “If I teach my kids properly, God promises  they’ll eventually turn out well.”  

No doubt you’ve heard this myth. It’s a popular interpretation, and application, of Proverb 22:6—“Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and even when he is old he will not depart from it.” How many times have you seen a parent cling to 
that verse in desperation as they watch defiant children forsake all they were taught? Some children sit under loving, 
prayerful instruction from their parents, only to later shame them with a scandalous lifestyle. It’s heartbreaking, isn’t it. 
But Solomon’s proverb is not meant to be a gilt-edged guarantee your child will eventually trust Christ and live right-
eously. Solomon is simply saying early training usually secures lifelong habits. It’s a charge to give great care and con-
sistency to how and what you teach your children. God promises to bless us for parental faithfulness, but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean our children will be saved. They have their own relationship with God to work out. 
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"Every decision you make – every decision - is not a decision about what to do. It is a deci-
sion about Who You Are. When you see this, when you  understand it, everything changes. 
You begin to see life in a new way. All events, occ urrences, and situations turn into oppor-
tunities to do what you came here to do." 

 

A Few Things Christian Schools Cannot Do For Your Child 

by Dr. Paul A. Kienel 

There are 662,350 students attending ACSI member schools and colleges this year. A conservative estimate of the 
cost parents will pay in tuition this year adds up to a combined total of $1,854,580,000. If the taxpayers were paying for 
the expense of educating our Christian school students in the public school ($5,010 x 662,350) the grand total would 
be $3,318,373,500. Christian school parents clearly pay less for Christian school education than taxpayers pay for 
public education. We pay significantly less and we clearly receive significantly more in quality academics and in posi-
tive, Christ-centered training for our children. A problem arises, however, when parents expect more from the Christian 
school than they should. Permit me to list a few things Christian schools cannot do for your child. 

1. Christian schools cannot be a substitute for a q uality home environment. 

The number one training influence in the life of a child is his or her home. A parent, more than teachers and pastors, is 
the primary model for children to follow. Parents are the pattern makers for Christian living, attitudes toward life, atti-
tudes toward others, work ethics, basic manners, money management, health habits, manner of speech, goal setting 
and study habits. Pastor Chuck Swindoll says, Home is where life makes up its mind. Quite frankly, the impact of the 
Christian school is severely limited if the home is not what it ought to be. No teacher can compensate for an unstable 
home. 

2. Christian schools cannot guarantee a perfect sch ool environment. 

Some parents are unrealistic about other students in their child's Christian school. They expect a degree of perfection 
among mortals that simply is not attainable on earth. Perhaps you have heard it said that if you find the perfect church 
- don't join it - you will ruin it. Christian schools are decidedly better than the secular public school alternative but they 
are not perfect. Students come to the Christian school with varying degrees of spiritual maturity. Some are not Chris-
tians. There is a wide variety of intellectual ability, emotional development, home training and personality patterns 
among the students in any school, including the Christian school. The typical Christian school setting is not the shel-
tered environment that critics make it out to be. As the father of three daughters who attended Christian schools, I ad-
vised my children to carefully select their close personal friends - even in the Christian school. Remember, any time 
two or more people get together in any kind of institution there is room for improvement in at least one of them! If this 
were not so, there would be no need for Christian schools. 

3. Christian schools cannot increase the level of y our child's intelligence. 

It simply is not true that we are all created equal. In the broadest sense, in a free society we are created with an equal 
opportunity. But God has fashioned each of us with varying degrees of intelligence, imagination and drive. Christian 
school educators cannot, nor should they, push a child beyond his or her ability to perform. Children need a reason-
able level of intellectual stretching and academic challenge, but caring Christian school teachers cannot perform nor 
should they attempt to perform academic miracles to please parents who may have an unrealistic view of their chil-
dren's abilities. Parents and teachers alike should know that a child's academic success in school is only part of the 
total composite of qualities that God can use to make a person worthy of our respect, love and admiration. Never 



judge a child's future worth to the world on his current academic prowess in school. 

4. Christian schools cannot duplicate parental love  and support. 

Most adults have forgotten the emotional stress we experienced as children at school. The very nature of a school re-
quires that it maintain an orderly, disciplined environment if learning is to occur. The process of learning can be emotion-
ally stressful and mentally stretching. Parents can greatly reduce the pressure our children may feel by encouraging 
them, inspiring them and loving them. 

Children and young people need parental love and support when they experience disappointment in a youthful friendship 
or even a youthful romance which has gone sour. It happens. Its part of the process of growing up and parents can help 
immeasurably with their understanding. 

5. Christian schools cannot replace the spiritual i nfluence of a parent. 

Read the words of Moses in Deuteronomy 6:6-9, These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your 
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on 
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. Christian school education may be frustrating for your child if the 
Christian principles taught at school are not a continuation of the Christian principles taught in your home. If yours is not 
a Christian home, I urge you to respond to the invitation of Jesus Christ, the incomparable Savior of the world. Accept 
Him as your personal Savior and then in His strong name train your family in a manner that will please Him. You will not 
regret it. 

Christian school education is a major force for good in the lives of our children. It can be enhanced if the church, the home and 
the school are all on the same spiritual and academic frequency.  
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